To the attention:

The National Assembly,

The Council of Ministers,
The Minister of European Affairs,

The Minister of Justice,

The Bulgarian Press Agency
FINAL DECLARATION
OF THE NATIONAL CONFERENCE
ORGANISED

UNDER TWINNING PROJECT BG-04-IB-JH-04
WITH THE SUPREME JUDICIAL COUNCIL
Held on 9 – 11 October 2006 with the participation of the Spanish and Bulgarian experts to the project, as well as of representatives of the three magistrates' professions in Bulgaria
As a result of a dynamic discussion of Judicial Reform in the framework of this Twinning Project, a decision was made, following a proposal of the participants, to adopt this declaration.
Participants in the conference,
· Considering the doubtless progress of Bulgarian institutions in the field of judicial reform, as well as the need for further effort to the purpose of ensuring full compliance with the political criteria for accession and those in the field of Justice and Home Affairs,
· Considering the need for effective justice in Bulgaria, enjoying the confidence of its citizens,

· Considering the fact that we are faced today with an important stage in judicial reform – the adoption of amendments to the Constitution and of a new Judiciary System Act,
· Considering that this Twinning Project has made a comprehensive set of proposals in order to improve the magistrates' legal status and the capacity of the Supreme Judicial Council,
We insist on the following:
1. Responsible Bulgarian institutions must pay due attention to all twinning project proposals in the forthcoming constitutional and legislative process, affecting the Bulgarian Judiciary.

2. The process should actively involve the professional associations of judges, prosecutors, and investigators in a transparent way, allowing them to monitor its progress.

